A study of the high-risk registry for sensorineural hearing impairment.
In the medical evaluation, rehabilitation, and education of the hearing impaired, the first line of defense is the high-risk factor screening for sensorineural damage of all neonates. The most efficacious means of neonatal screening for those factors affecting sensorineural hearing damage is the employment of a high-risk registry. Based on a retrospective study of 109 children with sensorineural loss, high-risk factors and how improved use of the high-risk registry permits earlier detection (and statistically more successful rehabilitation) for such auditory-impaired children are discussed. The importance of pediatric screening of all neonates for hearing loss, in addition to use of the high-risk registry, is evidenced by the fact that only 46% of the children retrospectively identified in our study would have routinely appeared among the high-risk infants were the registry used alone.